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AMERICAS MODEL UNITED NATIONS

SPECIAL RULES OF PROCEDURE
UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL

AMERICAS MODEL UNITED NATIONS AND UFRGS MODEL UNITED NATIONS

RULE #1. CREDENTIALS

Delegates must present their Representation Credentials at the beginning of the
meeting. These credentials were sent to the delegates by their respective country's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In the case of not having received the representation
credentials, delegates must contact the Secretariat.

Delegates are encouraged to write letters to their governments to obtain
authorization to undertake actions beyond those listed in the credentials section of
the General Rules of Procedure or request needed information.

RULE #2. ROLE OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

The Secretary-General shall immediately bring to the attention of all
representatives on the Security Council all communications from States, organs of
the United Nations, or the Secretary-General concerning any matter for the
consideration of the Security Council in accordance with the provisions of the
Charter.

The Secretary-General must designate members from the secretariat to attend any
Council’s meetings.

The selected members from the secretariat must provide logistical and technical
support t o the Bossians, entestaini@gothe rCeuncil with ang
formal or informal documents specifically sent to the Council or addressing any
matters under its consideration. Draft-communiqués reporting on behalf of the
Council may also be sent to its appreciation, whenever the secretariat finds it fit.



RULE #3. VOTING MAJORITIES

Decisions of the Security Council on procedural matters shall be made by a simple
majority of nine members. Decisions of the Security Council on substantive matters
shall be made by an affirmative vote of nine members with no negative votes on
the part of the permanent members; provided that, in decisions under Chapter VI
of the UN Charter, and under paragraph 3 of Article 52, a party to a dispute shall
abstain from voting. The substantive matters hereby considered are adoption of
agenda, introduction of amendments to the agenda, approval of amendments to
the draft resolution, and approval of the draft resolution.

RULE #4. FORM OF DEBATE

Unless otherwise stated all sessions of the AMUN Security Council are presumed to
be closed sessions until the closure of debate. Closed sessions are secret and
Information on the proceedings is entrusted to the discretion of the participants.
This is meant to facilitate discussion and negotiation between members of the
Council as the conversations will be confidential and undocumented. Closed
Sessions follow the format of a Moderated Caucus at all times, except in the case of
motions. Besides the three points described in the General Rules of Procedure, the
following motions will be allowed during closed sessions (according to the order of
precedence): motion for adjournment of the session, motion for consultations,
motion for introduction of amendment to the agenda, motion for closure of debate,
motion for introduction of draft resolution, motion for introduction of amendment,
motion for division of the question, motion to issue a presidential statement. If a
draft resolution fails, a motion for a closed session will take precedence over all
other motions and points.

A motion for consultations functions in the same way as a motion for an
unmoderated caucus, with the same effects.

Any delegate may move to issue a UNSC Presidential Statement, which is a UN
official document meant to inform the public on some of the deliberations of the
UNSC. If the motion is ruled to be in order, the delegate will read the proposed text
for the statement, and the president will ask if any Council member objects to it.
There being no objection, the statement is considered to be issued and released to
the public.

After the closure of debate on a specified draft resolution has been approved, the
only motion in order will be the division of the question. Before proceeding with
the voting on the draft resolution, the President must declare the Session Opened,
when the voting procedure of the draft resolution will automatically take place and
all statements will be duly recorded and made available to the general public. After
the voting, Open Sessions follow a Speakers List as per the General Rules of
procedure. During Open Sessions, only motions for adjournment of the session and
motions for a closed session will be considered in order. The motion for division of
the question shall be moved before the closure of debate.



A motion for a closed session is a procedural matter, which will immediately be put
to a vote. If the motion passes, the session will immediately be closed to the public,
statements will no longer be recorded and all individuals who do not belong to the
Secretariat or to Council delegations will be asked to leave the room.

RULE #5. PARTICIPATION IN COUNCIL DELIBERATIONS

Should any member of the Council wish to invite an individual or representative of
an organization or government to participate (without vote) in the deliberations of
the Council, he or she should submit a request in writing to the President of the
Council.

The President will ask if any Council member objects to the invitation. There being
no objection, the invitation will be issued.

RULE #6. ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND MOTION FOR INTRODUCTION OF
AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

The agenda will be presented by the Secretariat to the delegates at least a week
before the date scheduled for the meeting. At the time of the meeting, delegates
may challenge the proposed agenda and suggest a new one. The written proposal
must be handed in at the beginning of the first session and contain nine signatures.
A vote will immediately be taken to approve or reject the new agenda, requiring
nine votes to pass, and the concurring votes of all permanent members. In the case
of more than one proposed agenda, the proposals will be considered in the order
that they are presented. If none of the proposals are approved, the original agenda
will be considered adopted.

Amendments to the agenda of the following sessions are in order at any time
during Closed Sessions. Before being introduced for voting, all amendments to the
agenda require the approval of the Secretariat. All amendments to the agenda,
which hereby are considered substantive matters, also require 5 signatures to be
introduced and a simple majority to pass.

RULE #7. SPEAKERSOLIST
The General Speakers’ List will only be established once the debate has been closed
and the session has been (automatically) opened.

RULE #8. PRESIDENCY

The presidency of the Security Council shall be held in turn by the delegations that
wish to do so. Each President shall hold office for the length of one session.
Delegates must state in their position papers whether or not they would like to
hold the presidency. A rotational schedule of who will hold the presidency in which
session will be established by the Secretariat and provided to the delegates a day
before the meeting is to be held.

Some delegations may be called upon to preside over multiple sessions. Should
there be more delegations desirous of presiding than meetings available, lots will
be drawn during the Revision of the Rules to determine the order of preference in
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which the delegations will be allotted the presidency. Those delegations not
allotted to the schedule will be placed on a waiting list in an order determined by
the Secretariat, based on the order in which their position papers were received.

The President shall preside over the meetings of the Security Council and, under
the authority of the Security Council, shall represent it in its capacity as an organ of
the United Nations.

Whenever the President of the Security Council deems that for the proper
fulfillment of the responsibilities of the presidency he should not preside over the
Council he shall indicate his decision to the Council. The presidency shall then
devolve, for the rest of the session, on the first delegation on the waiting list for the
presidency. If there are no delegations on the waiting list, the delegation scheduled
to preside the following session will take up the presidency. Should this occur, the
schedule will remain unchanged and the following session will be presided over by
the previously designated delegation. The provisions of this rule shall apply to the
representatives on the Security Council called upon successively to preside, in the
event that multiple delegations refuse themselves. This rule shall not affect the
representative capacity of the President as stated in rule #19, or his duties under
rule 7 of the General Rules of Procedure.

If the President is seen to be fulfilling his duties in a manner unsatisfactory to the
members of the Council and the Secretariat, these have the right to ask for a
change in the presidency. A change of President involves an informal written
request —which can be initiated by either delegations or the Secretariat - signed by
at least 3 members, one of which must be a permanent member of the Security
Council. This change will be put to vote when the Secretariat deems appropriate
and requires a simple majority to pass.

If the vote passes, the presidency devolves to the next member on the waiting list
or schedule in the manner stated above.

RULE #9. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS

In Closed Sessions, more than one draft resolution and amendments may be on the
floor at the same time. All the draft resolutions and amendments shall be discussed
simultaneously, yet the Council may approve only one resolution per meeting.

Before being introduced for debate, all draft resolutions and amendments require
the approval of the Secretariat. Draft resolutions require 5 signatures and
amendments, 3 to be introduced, and a simple majority to pass. Once a draft
resolution or an amendment has been introduced, it can be withdrawn only if all
signatories remove their signatures.

RULE #10. ROLL CALL VOTING
All Open Session votes will be done on the basis of Roll Call Voting. Delegates may
not abstain or pass in the voting of procedural matters.



