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1. Bloc Positions

1.1. Topic A

Bloc 1- African countries: Angola, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC),

Djibouti, Gabon, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Uganda and Zambia.

The issue of child soldiering occurs in different places worldwide, ranging
its intensity; however, in Africa the use of children as soldiers is higher than in
anywhere else in the world. To grasp the particularity of the problem it is
reasonable to BT ET O OEAO O! £Z#OEAA AAAT 01 60 A O tmb
onnmhnnn EI AEOEAOA]I 06 j &0AT AEOh ¢nmxh B8 «¢1
African continent. Nevertheless, authors like David Francis (2007, p. 208) consider
the worst situation to occur in West Africa.
The use of young fighters in Africa has much to do with the large quantity of
protracted civil wars and armed conflicts taking place in the continent until today.
In Africa, there are evidences that both national forces and opposition groups have
in their contingent children who perform all kinds of tasks.
In the DRC, its armed forces use child soldiers as combatants, as also does
other opposition movements present in the country. According to the Coalition to
the Stop the Use of Child Soldiers (CSC, 2008, p. 106), seven thousands Congolese
kids still remain in the government forces. However, the DRC government has
made efforts in order to face the problem. &1 O ET OOAT AAh EOth& O x1 OOE
Government and the FARDC (Forces amées de la République démocratique du
Congo)Military Command committed to entering into dialogue with the United
Nations for the preparation of a time-bound action plan to prevent child
recruitment and to identify and release children already present in integrated
&! 2$# A OGoquaastivamy, 2909, p. 9).
In Sudan, different factions are reported to recruit child soldiers, including
children from refugee camps in Chad (CSC, 2008, p. 315). Additionally, the
situation in Darfur has hampered the Disarmament, Demobilization and

Reintegration (DDR) programs which were under way. In Sierra Leone, there is no



current evidence of child soldiers in national forces, but children were allegedly
recruited by groups such as the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy
(CSC, 2008, p. 297). The country host the Special Court of Sierra Leone, which
considers the recruitment of children a war crimel, the same way as it does the

International Criminal Court (ICC).

4EA 1 OA60O 2A0EOOAT AA | @Wwdl knpwrectuiter AAOAA E
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2007. They included girl soldiers who had been raped and borne children while in
OEA OAT EOS86

All the states mentioned above, plus Senegal, ratified the Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in
armed conflict (OP-CAC) (2000), which, alongside with the Sierra Leone Court,
consider the recruitment of children a war crime. Other states, by its turn, like
Cameroon, Djibouti, Gabon and Nigeria have only signed and not ratified the
protocol, even though there is no reported evidence of child recruitment inside
their borders (CSC, 2008). Zambia poses a particular situation because it did not
even sign the additional protocol, and there is a possibility that it recruits children
OCEOAT  OE &t bifthl and th® Addshility for 16-years old to enlist with
DAOAT OA1 HCACJIOBBO.GA)J. 1 0

It is important to mention the good developments taken by African states.
The major advance taken by African states in this subject matter was the release of
the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (1990), which is the sole
regional treaty to refer to the use of children as soldiers. In addition, in 1999 it was
signed the Maputo Declaration on the Use of Children as Soldiers, which urged the
end of child soldiers recruitment.

Within the scope of the African Union there can also be highlighted some

progress towards the end of child soldiers. In the 2004 Strategic Plan of the African

1 The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court defines a range of war crimes in its article 8.
To see it: http://untreaty.un.org/cod/icc/statute/english/rome_statute(e).pdf.
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Commission?, its sixth key idea dealt with the necessity of mobilizing African youth
around the ideals of African integration. In addition, it sO A O A AtheGighfagringd
child labor, child trafficking, and the use of child OT | AEAOO 1T AAAO O AA
(African Union, 2004, p. 25). In the same way, in 2009, the African Union Executive
Council approved the Resolution on Cooperation between the African Commission
IT (01 AT AT A 0AI PI A0 2ECEOO AT A OEA | EOEA/
and Welfare of the Child in Africa.
It is possible to analyze the conduct of the African countries, represented by
the African Union, in human rights forums by taking into consideration their
participation at the UN Human Rights Council (HRC). For example, one of the
African Commission members, Reine Alapini-Gansou, represented the African
Union at the 12t Session of HRC. There,

she discussed with various partners and institutions on the
establishment or strengthening of cooperation between the African
Commission and the UNHRC. She also propagated the objectives of the
African Commission and participated in discussions on key thematic
issues such as the state of children (African Union, 2010, p. 18).

The scenario shown demonstrates that the African states bloc share bad as
well as meritorious experiences. Undoubtedly, there still have children acting as
soldiers in some African countries; however, they argue that some measures are
already being taken to combat it. One political instrument African countries have
to illustrate their will to tackle the problem is the African Union, the embodiment
of the renewed pan-africanism, which has already undertaken some efforts,

including at the HRC, to strength children rights in Africa.

Bloc 2 7z Eastern European countries: Bosnia-Herzegovina, Hungary, Russian

Federation and Ukraine.

Several East European states have already done some actions towards the
end of the child soldiering phenomenon. Hungary, Russian Federation and Ukraine

have all endorsed the Paris Commitments (2007), which looks for the protection of

2 One of the African Union organs. More information at:
http://www.achpr.org/english/_info/news_en.html.
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children from unlawful recruitment or use by armed forces and militias groups.

This document, which is simply a declaration, reaffirmed previous international

mechanisms in this matter, being sponsored by the French government and the

51T EOAA . AOET 1O #EEI AOAT 80 &OT A j5.)#%&q8 )

already ratified the Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Involvement of Children in

Armed Conflict (OP-CAC) (2000), in a clear demonstration of their commitment to

OEA AEEI A O 1 AEAOOE NOAROOEIT j51TEOAA . AOET I
Nevertheless, the region also presents some controversies and bad

scenarios concerning this issue. For instance, the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child

Soldiers (CSC) in its 2008 Report (third edition, p. 167) posed the question about

whether or not children were serving in the armed forces of Hungary. Moreover,

the CSC was certain about the presence of soldier children in the Russian

Federation, more specifically in some opposition separatist forces in the Chechen

Republic and other parts of the north Caucasus (CSC, 2008, p. 286).
Slovakia and Hungary, as members of the European Union (EU), have also

taken part in some of the commitments done by this bloc. For example, the EU

AAT POAA A AT AOI AT O TAT AA O0%0OOI PAAT S5TEITT

#1 1 Al E A GeacBurajefregibrial®@iganigations to mainstream the protection

of children affected by armed conflict into their advocacy work, policies, programs
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These eastern European countries have some similarities regarding their

past; all of them have, in a way or another, experienced living according to a

socialistic perspective. This fact has made them have several political

arrangements, especially after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Even having some

disagreements, they tend to act together in international forums due to their

common objectives and, sometimes, because it is the best of the bad alternatives.

This situation also happens at the UN Human Rights Council, where they have

aligned views, even though some are members of the EU and others not.

3 In fact, the last country, Hungary, ratified the OP-CAC very recently, on February 2010.



Bloc 3 - Western Europe and Others Group: United States, France, UK, Germany,

Spain. Norway and Australia

The members of this bloc represent the developed nations, which
historically plays a central role on the international human rights discussions. This
tradition, still reproduced in the HRC, might be explained by the internal social
reality of those nations, allowing them to stand in the comfortable position of
human rights strongholds, once many of their own challenges appears to be
already solved by an organized and wealthy society. Another secondary
implication of their development status is that their condition as donors and aid
suppliers for human rights causes. For example, between 2009 and June 2010, the
European Union has provided© ¢ouv [ EI T ETT ET &£01 AE
human rights in 100 countries.# Such considerable amounts impacts on how others
aid receiving countries are willing to be critical upon donors ones, on the interest
of bringing or keeping this resources inside their national borders. There are also
some critics upon the behavior of the permanent members of the Security Council
(from which France, United Kingdom and United States are part of the WEOG) as
they use their influence beyond their assignments defined by the Charter, enjoying
a superior status in the entire framework of the United Nations z including the
Human Rights Council, a General Assembly organ.

The United States under Obama government is struggling to reinsert the
nation in the multilateral forums, and to reestablish the country® leadership as a
human rights upholder, especially after the denouncement of violations in Abu
Ghraib and Guantanamo. Regarding child soldiers, the United States armed forces
are exclusively voluntary, but a 17 years old child may voluntary with the parent's
consent and the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002 allows the secondary-schools to
provide military recruiters with the names, addresses and telephones of the
students. The US has also been accused of detaining child soldiers in Afghanistan,
Irag and Guantanamo. Addressing the issue on the global level, the Child Soldier

Prevention Act®> of 2008 determined the restriction of US military assistance to

4 Source: http://www.eu-un.europa.eu/articles/en/article_ 9868_en.htm
5 Available at http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/135981.pdf
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countries identified as recruiting or using child soldiers in government armed
forces or government-supported paramilitaries or militias.

The European Union has many instruments regarding human rights, such as
dialogues, guidelines, bilateral assistance, multilateral action and the European
Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights. In 2009, Brussels released a
Declaration of the International Day against the Use of Child Soldiers,5 stressing
the EU support to the work of the United Nations. In its national capacity, France
has presented a great leadership in the child soldiers issue; in 2007, the French
government and UNICEF jointly sponsored a ministerial-level meeting in Paris,
which led to the proclaim of the Paris Principles. Nevertheless, some concerns
were risen upon the participation of children aged 17 in the Foreign Legion under
DAOAT 666 AT 1 OAT 68 )1 OEA 51 EOAA +ETCAT i h OE
age of 18 years established in the Optional Protocol and the presence of under-18
in the armed forces; when ratifying it, the government guaranteed safeguards to
protect under-18 were maintained, that the decision to enlist was voluntary and
under parents consent. The United Kingdom also argued that children liable for
employment in military operations represented only 0,5% out of the total trained
strength.

Germany has a great engagement in the UN, being its third ranked financial
supporter, after the US and Japan, and their position usually resembles the one
from the EU. Their condition as aid suppliers allow them, in the child soldiers
question, to support DDR projects run by UNICEF in countries like Sri Lanka,
Democratic Republic of the Congo and Uganda. Spain position also keeps on the EU
track, having participated on every session of the HRC since its creation. On the EU
presidency for the first semester of 2010, Spain elected child soldiers as one out of
seven priorities for the EU human rights policies, raising a special concern with the
strategic partnership with Africa. Norway has human rights in the core of its

foreign policy, as can it is clear from the speech of the Norwegian Minister of

6 Available at: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?
reference=PESC/09/19&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en



Foreign Affairs, Jonas Gahr Stgre, at University of Bergen in 11 November 2008.7
Although not an EU member, Norway keeps close cooperation with its members,
especially the Nordic ones. Australia is also engaged in promoting human rights,
domestically and abroad, and inside the WEOG, have issued statements on the HRC

also on behalf of Canada and New Zealand.

Bloc 4 7z Latin American countries: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico and

Venezuela.

Latin American countries, besides not having the same problems regarding
child soldiers as Africa, for example, have much to contribute in a discussion about
this topic. There are no reports of under eighteen years old children in the armed
forces of Brazil, Mexico and Argentina (CSC, 2008, pp. 49, 232, 362). Argentina
used to have compulsory military service; however the country replaced it for
voluntary recruitment in 1994.

Brazil, by its turn, still has compulsory recruitment for its Army at the age of
eighteen. Additionally, the country has a particular situation regarding child
soldiering. Even though the Brazilian government is not currently facing any civil
war or any major conflict involving militias that could recruit children,
AO AT i1 bAOAAT A O OEAO AU £ OAAO ET 01

Cuba has also a similar position in this matter, once the Cuban government
recruits compulsorily children at the age of sixteen; they are thus liable to enter in
the armed forces as well as in the police (CSC, 2008, p. 124). The worst Latin
American case, however, is Colombia, where both forcibly and voluntarily children
recruitment takes place. In the Colombian territory, there is a longstanding conflict
involving government forces and two opposition movements, the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the National Liberation Army (ELN), all of
them recruiters of child soldiers (CSC, 2008, p. 99).

7 Available at: http://www.norway-
un.org/NorwayandUN/Selected Topics/humanrights/141108 HumanRightsStore/
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It is interesting, though, to highlight the current developments taken by the

Colombian government. For instance, it

Adopted a comprehensive policy to prevent the recruitment and use of
children by illegal armed groups, including the creation of a high-level
intersectorial commission in December 2007, aimed at reducing the
risks of recruitment of and violence against children. The Government
also continues to carry out programmatic efforts to reintegrate children
separated from illegal armed groups into their communities (UN, 2009,
p. 23).

Mexico also has made some efforts regarding the end of the use of children
as soldiers. As the former president of the working group of children and armed
conflicts of the United Nations Security Council, it encouraged the approval of the
resolution 1882 (2009) about children and armed conflict (Secretaria de
Relaciones Exteriores del Mexico, 2009).

Argentina, Brazil and Colombia endorsed the Paris Commitments (2007) in
a sign of their commitment to the child soldier issue. Still, all the countries in the
Latin American bloc have ratified the OP-CAC, showing once more their will to end
the use of children as soldiers. As a bloc, these countries, as Members States of the
Organization of American States (OAS),8 adopted in 2000 a resolution regarding
children and armed conflict, which proclaim that all American States respect the

international law regarding child soldiers.

Bloc 5 7z Asia: Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Japan. Myanmar, Pakistan,

Philippines, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates.

Asia is one of the most diverse groups, with many different cultural roots
which differ from the western ones, which brings some relativistic perspectives on

guestioning the so-called universal human rights. Many Asian countries are

8 (Dn June 3, 2009, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Americas adopted resolution AG/RES.
2438 (XXXIX-0/09), that resolves that the 1962 resolution, which excluded the Government of
Cuba from its participation in the inter-American system, ceases to have effect in the Organization
of American States . The 2009 resolution states that the participation of the Republic of Cuba in
the OAS will be the result of a process of dialogue initiated at the request of the Government of
#OAAh AT A ET AAAT OAAT AA xEOE OEA POAAOGEAAOR HOODPI O
Accessed on: 10/03/2010.
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members of the Like Minded Group of States,® which has been accused by human
rights defenders such as the UN Watch of being an alliance of nondemocratic
regimes at the UN and obstructing the human rights enforcement, having for
example attempted to the diminish the independence of the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights.

The Asia group is the one with more Islamic nations represented, like the
ones from the Middle East and the highly populated, such as Bangladesh, Pakistan
and Indonesia. Islam often conjures in the West an image of authoritarian
government, subjugation of women, cruel punishments of ShariaLaw and violence.
The Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) argues that those ideas about the
Islam are based on a lack of accurate information, misrepresentation and
stereotyping. Although recognizing that certain structural features of states like
backwardness, inefficient economy and underdevelopment hamper democracy
and human rights in some Muslim countries, many of those countries pledge to be
committed themselves to political and other reforms, varying in line with the local
conditions and specificity of each country. This can be exemplified by the child
soldiers question: Saudi Arabia has not ratified the Optional Protocol on the
involvement of children in armed conflict, even though the State prohibits the
enlistment of any young person under the age of 18 in the armed forces.

China is a rising major power and receives many criticisms on its human
rights standards for its authoritarian regime.10 Nevertheless, China has been a
member of the Human Rights Council since its inception. China affirms that it is
working unremittingly to promote human rights at domestic level, and has always
fulfilled in good faith its responsibilities as a member of HRC by actively
participating in the consideration of all the agenda items and promoting

international dialogue and cooperation. China considers that the HRC must

94EA O, EEA -ETAAA ' O1 O6p6 AO OE Alarbs, Bhukah, Ching Qubed
Egypt, India, Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Viet Nam, and Zimbabwe.
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followed a millenarian idea of an harmonious society; as it was recognized in the Joint Statement
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the right to choose their own path, and [..] recognized that China and the United States have
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renounce the flaws of its predecessor, the Commission on Human Rights, such as
politicization and double standard, and adhere to the fundamental principles of
impartiality, objectivity and non-selectivity. As for the child soldiers issue, China
stays committed to tackle the question, having endorsed the Paris Commitments;
even though in the Open Debate of the Security Council on Children in Armed
Conflict in 2008 China stood against the possibility of sanctions based on the child
soldiers question, considering that conflicts must be tackled per seand that
Cil OAOT T AT G860 OI1 A0 OET Ol A inglpolithidm e OOA AR
question of children and interfering in the internal affairs of the country concerned
under the pretext of protecting children.
Another continental country, India has been advocating a holistic and
integrated approach to human rights that gives equal emphasis to all human rights,
based on their inter-dependence, indivisibility and universality, and reinforces the
inter-relationship between democracy, development, human rights and
international cooperation for development. However, according to the Child
Soldiers Global Report 2008, child soldiers use is widespread in many armed
groups: the Maoists armed groups, the State-backed village defense forces against
the Maoists, in conflicts in the North-East, and in the Jammu and Kashmir region.
India has undertaken initiatives on the matter, notably the National Commission
A1 O 001 OAAOGETT 1 &£ #EEI A80O 2ECEOO EAO AAAT (
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effective implementation of laws and programs relating to children. Nonetheless,
there are no official government programs specifically targeted at the
rehabilitation of former child soldiers.
One of the most important United Nations financial supporters, Japan is
possibly the Asian State with the rhetoric that most resembles the Western
nationso In 2009, Yukio Hatoyama was elected prime minister touting a message of

change. Hatoyama, in its first speech to the General Assembly, said that:

based upon the spirit of yu-ai, or "fraternity", Japan will make utmost
efforts to become a 'bridge’ for the world, between the Orient and the
Occident, between developed and developing countries and between
diverse civilizations.1!

11 Available at: http://www.un.org/ga/64/generaldebate/JP.shtml
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Japan promotes human rights in developing countries, providing assistance
to demobilization and reintegration efforts in a number of countries through the
Japanese International Co-operation Agency (JICA). Projects included support to
the demobilization processes in Afghanistan and Cambodia, and provision of skills
training for demobilized soldiers in Afghanistan, Cambodia, Eritrea, Rwanda and
30AAT 8 *)#1 80 DPOI COAI O xAOA 110 -BYBRAE EEAAIT |

in some situations children could be among those to benefit.

1.1.1.References Bloc Positions Topic A

"OAOOITh "8h 411 £ZAAn $ &hitical 1I8s&elxChild - 8h O
Soldiers.  London: Save the Children UK. Available at:
<www.savethechildren.net/arc/files/c_childsol.pdf>. Accessed on: 10/02/2010.

&OAT AEOh $8 jc¢mnxq8 OAPAO DOI OAAOGEIT T & i
ET OAOT ACEI T Al DPOT OAAQEIT 1 M AMeerdArkdn ET ! £
Studies, 45, 2, pp. 20Z31f. London: Cambridge University Press.

Harvey, R. (2004). Children and Armed Conflicz A guide to international
humanitarian and human rights lavd % OOA@d ) 1T OAOT AGET T Al " OC
Rights.

Isobel, M., & Uppard, S. (2001). Children - Not Soldiers: Guidelines for
working with child soldiers and children associated with fighting forcdsondon:
Save the Children UK.

Peters, L. (2005). War Is Not Child's Play! Child Soldiers from Battlefield to
Playground.Occasional Paper n° 8. Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of
Armed Forces (DCAF). Geneva.

Documents:
African Union. (2004). Strategic Plan of the African Union Commissign
Volume 1: Vision and Mission of the African Uniovailable at: <
http://www.africa-union.org/root/AU/AboutAU/Vision/Volumel.pdf>. Accessed
on: 12/05/2010.
African Union. (2009). Resolution on Cooperation between the African
#1 11 EOOETT 11 (OI AT AT A 0AI PI A6O 2ECEOO AT .

12


http://www.savethechildren.net/arc/files/c_childsol.pdf
http://www.africa-union.org/root/AU/AboutAU/Vision/Volume1.pdf

on the Rights and Welfare of the Child in Africa. Available at:
<http://www.achpr.org/english/activity_reports/26th%20Activity%20report.pdf
>. Accessed on: 12/05/2010.

African Union. (2010). 27th Report of the African Commission on Human
AT A 0AT Pl AGG 2ECEOO j!#(02q 30AiI EOOAA EI
I AFOEAAT #EAOOAO [ ( O Al AT A 0AT P1 AOB
http://www.achpr.org/english/activity_reports/27_acitivity.pdf>. Accessed on:
12/05/2010.

Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. (2008). Child Soldiers Global
Report 2008.London: Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. Available at <
http://www.childsoldiersglobalreport.org/>. Accessed on: 12/12/2009.

Coomaraswamy, R. (2009). Promotion and Protection of all human rights,
civil, political, economic, social and cultural rightsnéluding the right to
developmentAnnual report of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General
for Children and Armed Conflict. United Nations.

Human Rights Watch. (2007). Forgotten fighters- Child soldiers in Angola
Available at: <http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/Angola0403.pdf>.
Accessed on: 15/03/2010.

Human Rights Watch. (2007). Sold to be soldiers The Recruitment and Use

of Child Soldiers in Burma Available at:
<http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/burmal007webcovers.pdf>
Accessed on: 23/02/2010.

International Court of Justice. (2006). Situation in the Democratic Republic of

the Congo in the case of TheoBecutor vs Thomas Lubanga DyilcAvailable at:
<http://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/doc/doc266175.PDFE>. Accessed on:
12/03/2010.

Maputo Declaration on the Use of Children as Soldiers. Available at:

<http://chora.virtualave.net/maputo-declaration.htm>. Accessed on: 20/02/2010.
Organization of African Union (OAU). (1990). The African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child. Available at: <http://www.africa-

union.org/official documents/Treaties %20Conventions_%20Protocols/A.%20C.

13


http://www.achpr.org/english/activity_reports/26th%20Activity%20report.pdf
http://www.achpr.org/english/activity_reports/26th%20Activity%20report.pdf
http://www.achpr.org/english/activity_reports/27_acitivity.pdf
http://www.childsoldiersglobalreport.org/
http://www.childsoldiersglobalreport.org/
http://www.childsoldiersglobalreport.org/
http://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/doc/doc266175.PDF
http://chora.virtualave.net/maputo-declaration.htm
http://www.africa-union.org/official_documents/Treaties_%20Conventions_%20Protocols/A.%20C.%20ON%20THE%20RIGHT%20AND%20WELF%20OF%20CHILD.pdf
http://www.africa-union.org/official_documents/Treaties_%20Conventions_%20Protocols/A.%20C.%20ON%20THE%20RIGHT%20AND%20WELF%20OF%20CHILD.pdf

%200N%20THE%20RIGHT%20AND%20WELF%200F%20CHILD.pdf.> Accessed
on: 12/10/2009.

Paris Principles and Guidelines on Children Associated with Armed Forces

or Armed Groups. Available at: <http://www.child-

soldiers.org/childsoldiers/Paris_Principles_March_2007.pdf>. Accessed on:
11/03/2010.

Special Court of Sierra Leone. (2007). The Prosecutor against Charles Taylor

Z Prosecution Second Amendment IndictmentAvailable at <http://www.sc-
sl.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=IrnObAAMvVYM%3d&tabid=107>. Accessed on:
23/03/2010.

Security Council Working Group on Children and Armed Conflict. (2009).

Conclusions on children and armed conflict in Myanmar z S/AC.51/2009/4.
Available at <http://daccess-dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/NQ09/579/82/PDF/N0957982.pdf?OpenElement>.
Accessed on: 23/03/2010.

United Nations. (2009). Children and Armed ConflictGeneral Assembly

Security Council z Report of the Secretary-General. Available at: < http://daccess-
dds-
ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/NQ09/282/44/PDF/N0928244.pdf?OpenElement>.
Accessed on: 10/03/2010.

United Nations Security Council. (2009). Resolution 1882. Available at: <

http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm> Accessed on: 11/03/2010.
Websites:

European Union: http://europa.eu/

Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores del Mexico:

http://www.sre.gob.mx/csaocial/contenido/comunicados/2009/nov/cp_348.html

Organization of American States (OAS):

http://www.o0as.org/en/member_states/default.asp

UN Human Rights Council:
http://www?2.ohchr.ora/english/bodies/hrcouncil/

14


http://www.child-soldiers.org/childsoldiers/Paris_Principles_March_2007.pdf
http://www.child-soldiers.org/childsoldiers/Paris_Principles_March_2007.pdf
http://www.sc-sl.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=lrn0bAAMvYM%3D&tabid=107
http://www.sc-sl.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=lrn0bAAMvYM%3D&tabid=107
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/579/82/PDF/N0957982.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/579/82/PDF/N0957982.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/282/44/PDF/N0928244.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/282/44/PDF/N0928244.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N09/282/44/PDF/N0928244.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.un.org/Docs/sc/unsc_resolutions09.htm
http://europa.eu/
http://www.sre.gob.mx/csocial/contenido/comunicados/2009/nov/cp_348.html
http://www.oas.org/en/member_states/default.asp
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/

United Nations treaties:
http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg no=IV-11-

b&chapter=4&Ilang=en

US Department of State: http://www.state.gov/

1.2. Topic B

Bloc 1- African countries: Cameroon, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC),

Djibouti, Gabon, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Uganda, and Zambia

Workforce migration and human rights violations are important issues
concerning Africa as a whole, since there is a great amount of migrant workers that
flow from this continent to other regions. The great permeability of the borders
coupled by the difficult socio-economic situation being experienced by most of the
African countries intensifies the migration phenomenon in Africa. Besides general
international conventions, regional conventions were assigned concerning the
EOIi AT OECEOOh OOAE AO OEA | FOEAAT #
also includes articles related to migrant workers.

Furthermore, a number of regional intergovernmental forums have been
established in Africa in order to discuss migration-related issues and promote
cooperation. For instance, the Migration Dialogue for Southern Africa, the
Migration Dialogue for West Africa, and the Mediterranean Transit Migration
Dialogue were held by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to work
as forums for intergovernmental dialogue in migration management.

'] OET OCE OEA OAOEI 00 AEAEI 000 OI
participation of African states in the international and regional instruments on this
regime do not guarantee the safeguard and protection of this workforce.
Additionally, taking into account the UN Convention on the Protection of the Rights
of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families it is possible to conclude
that some African states perceive and recognize the important instruments on this
issue, a contrary trend when compared to the low level of ratification by other

countries. Nigeria only acceded to this Convention in 2009, thereafter becoming
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the 42nd member state party to the United Nations Committee on Migrant Workers.
Other African countries, like Zambia and Djibuti, have not yet signed this important
AT AOIi AT 6 OACAOAET ¢ OEA pOi OAAOQCEIT 1T &£ | ECOA
states, there are 17 that have ratified the Convention.12
Despite the efforts to ratify the Convention by some states, practical
obstacles are found by this region. In fact, there is little consistency in the adoption
of such initiatives. While some states have implemented policies and programs to
protect migrant workers, none has approached this area in a comprehensive
manner. Specially minority groups are the major victims of the lack of regional
implementation policies on this issue.
Given the historical, political and economic particularities found in the
African bloc, it can be inferred that this group present an inclination to foster a
dialogue for cooperation and capacity-building at the national, regional and global
1 AGAT 11 OEA DPOi OAAOEI. Like thd Asidn EoGtidént, Aricax T OEA OO ¢
faces similar problems concerning the migrant workforce and economic realities

with the Asian sending countries.

Bloc 2 7z Eastern European countries:: Bosnhia-Herzegovina, Hungary, Russian

Federation, Slovakia and Ukraine.

Since the political and economic reforms in Eastern Europe, labor migration
has changed in pattern and increased in size in this region. It can be observed,
nowadays, that this bloc shares many features and problems with migrant
xT OEAOOS /& plarts Of the World, k& Asia. Also, the belief that such a
phenomenon is not restrict to a region in focus has made Eastern Europe nations
strong supporters of initiatives concerning the protection of this kind of workforce
(International Organization for Migration, Activities on Europe, 2009).

However, until very recently migration had been in most countries of this

region a topic of low importance in the political agenda. This was due to the

12 Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Egypt, Ghana, Guinea, Lesotho, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles and Uganda.

16



political prospect of the region. First the social and economic transformation urged
governments to focus on privatization and macroeconomic programs in order to
stabilize the economy; the consolidations of governmental institutions and the
establishment of new borders. Countries in Eastern Europe lacked a legal
framework for migration issues, and only recently the public attention on this topic
had increased. One of the main reasons of this concern was the interest of these
countries on ascending to the European Union, since there were conditions set by
the EU Member States.

6EI 1 AOEI 1O ACAET 06 |1 ECOAT 08 xi OEAOO OECH
these countries, since the massive flow of workers that migrate from this region to
others, like countries in Western Europe, represent a growing phenomenon. The
main factor of this mobility is the economic disparity between Eastern Europe and
the receiving countries.

Migrations among countries from Eastern Europe are also observed. In the
Russian Federation, for example, during the last three years migration trends were
shaped by a continuing demographic decline and great economic growth, which
resulted in an increasing demand for labor force. The large economic migration
flows towards Russia have encouraged Moscow to enhance its policies and
programs on the monitorii ¢ AT A DBOI OAAQOETT 1 £ (IDMECOAT OO
2009).

Additionally, Eastern European states have taken part in international
agencies such as the International Organization for Migration (IOM). Concerning
this agency, there are many partnerships involving the countries of this bloc, like
the working group on Immigration Admission Policies. The Budapest Process?3,

hosted by the International Centre for Migration Policy Development14, represents

13 The Budapest Process is a consultative forum of more than 50 Governments and 10 international
organizations, aimed at developing comprehensive and sustainable systems for orderly migration.
Its purpose includes exchanging information and experiences on topics such as: regular and
irregular migration, asylum, visa, border management, trafficking in human beings and smuggling
of migrants, readmission and return (International Organization for Migration, Policies and
Research, 2009).

14 Founded in 1993, The International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD) was
created to promote innovative, comprehensive and sustainable migration policies and to function
as a service exchange mechanism for governments and organizations. Today this organization
counts with eleven member states (Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland,
Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden and Switzerland), sixty staff members at its Vienna
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the efforts of Eastern European members to aim sustainable systems for orderly
migration.

Regarding the international human rights conventions such as the
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of their Families, there are few Eastern European countries that have
signed these documents. Although this bloc constantly emphasize that migrant
workers' rights brings up the need for more multilateral dialogue among states,
only Bosnia and Herzegovina had ratified the former convention. There are many
obstacles which impede the accession of this group to the international
conventions. These obstacles are both practical and political. The complexity of the
Convention raises technical questions and financial obligations on the State parties
that discourage countries to ratify it.

In sum, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Hungary, Russian Federation, Slovakia and
Ukraine face similar difficulties regarding the protection of their migrant workers.
Although their distinctive political and economic realities, it is possible that these
states act like a bloc in order to discuss about the promotion of human rights of the

Asian migrant workforce.

Bloc 3 - Westerner European and other countries: Australia, France, Germany,
Norway, UK, United States.

Western European members and other countries have a very similar
bi OEOCEIT 11 OEA EOOOA 1 &£ [ ECOAT 005
values and have some problems in common concerning this subject.

For instance, the United States holds a straight position on this issue, given
that this country traditionally deals with many problems related to foreign
workforce; which accounts for 13,5% of their total population accordingly to data
from the International Organization for Migration (IOM, Activities on Americas,

2009). Since this issue is an increasing challenge to the USA, this country has

Headquarters, a mission in Brussels and regional offices and representatives throughout Europe,
CIS, Northern Africa and the Middle East; also holding UN observer status (ICMDP, About ICMDP,
2010).
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become one of the main defenders of the discussion on this matter. Migration
policy and management, human rights of migrants, and migration and
development are the three areas of discussion that the United States has
supported.

(AGET C ¢nb 1T &£ OEA x1 01 A0 1 ECOAI
tradition of immigration policies. Through regional migration dialogues, like the
Regional Conference on Migration, the USA believes regional and inter-regional
approaches allow for greater opportunity for feasible measures than global
discussions. Regarding the Asia context, this state has provided assistance, with the
collaboration of the International Organization for Migration (IOM), for many
victims that had been trafficked to Asian countries for domestic labor and sexual
exploitation (U.S. Department of State, Migration, 2010).

Over recent years, the issue of migration has been at the top of the political
agenda in other countries of this group. The government of Australia provides
examples from its national migration policy that includes legislation, monitoring,
dialogue, information sharing, transparent selection criteria, settlement services

and access to citizenship.

Many working groupsontE A NOAOOETT 1T £ | ECOAT 006

by this group, as the Working Group on Return and Readmission of migrants, co-
chaired by UK, and the Working Group on the Approximation of Penalty Scales for
smuggling of migrants and trafficking of human beings, chaired by Belgium, all of
them held by the International Organization for Migration (I0OM). Accordingly to
the U.S. Department of State, all these initiatives provide to the states involved
opportunities to exchange information about migrant integration process, best
practices related to migration, combating smuggling and trafficking of migrants,
human rights and access to basic services.

Regarding this bloc, it is also argued the leading role played by them in the
historical development of human rights. Specially, it is advocated by Asian
countries that the Western principles of human rights are inadequate to the Asian
context. The Western belief that the rights recognized in the international
documents should be pursued by all the countries goes against the idea of the

relativism promoted by the Asian values. In this sense, dialogue should therefore
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bridge the gap between countries and reduce misunderstandings between the
EOIi AT OEGCEOOG6 Al I DPOAEAT OET 1T 8

Bloc 4 - Latin American countries: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico and

Venezuela.

Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico and Venezuela have some of the
most complex migration dynamics in the world. They are origin, transit, and
destination of thousands of migrants. Commonalities between these countries
concerning migration are the search for better living conditions, i.e. the search for
jobs. As a result, the irregular condition is dominant, demanding these
Ci OAOT I AT 6066 &I OAEGT AT A AT i1 AOOEA pDPil EAEAO
Organization for Migration, Activities on Americas, 2009). Irregular migration has
significant social impact, e.g. social marginalization.

Latin American and Asia countries, with such overview, share some
characteristics, such as mostly irregular migrantsé &1 | x 08 #1171 AAOT ET C
xT OEAOO8 OECEOOh EI xAOAOh '1 AOCEAAT AT O1 OOE
significant mechanisms on the national and regional level, providing great
examples. Besides, although both continents have recently demonstrated grown
economic development, what promotes a greater regional flow or reduction of
emigration, there is still increasing migration to Europe and the United States
(Firmeza, 2007, p.54).

Venezuela, Argentina and Brazil have been primarily until the 90s target of
immigration flows. Recently, under the context of a growing political stability and
economic development, these countries have encouraged regional immigration
(e.g.: Brazil received recently an important number of immigrants from Bolivia and
Peru). Though, these countries share some socio-economic conditions that prompt
emigration flows primarily to highly developed countries. Cuba and Mexico already
have great emigrated community on United States. Although Colombia follows this
trend, the country has a migration flow mostly linked with displaced and

vulnerable populations, as it is considered under civil conflict (IOM, 2009).
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The Regional Conference on Migration from 1996 and the South American
Conference on Migration from 1999 inaugurate joint initiatives to protect
migrants' rights. The General Assembly of the Organization of American States
(OAS) adopted, only in 1996, a resolution recommending that the Commission on
(O AT 2ECEOOh 1 ETEAA xEOE OEA 0AAO
condition (Firmeza, 2007, p.56).

With a large population abroad, these American countries have prompted

I £ 3AI1

OET ¢cOI AO I AAEATEOI O Oi bpOl OAAO 1 ECOAT 0660

Conference on Migration and the Puebla-Panama Plan of 2004 (linked with the
Regional Conference on Migration): a Mexican initiative to consider a common
concern of countries that send and receive migrants, seeking to ensure human
rights of migrants. A national example is the Migration Law of the Argentine
Republic (2004) a rare legal framework recently updated of migration policy. It
includes high standards for the protection of migrant rights and it is the basis for
the implementation of public policies aimed.

Gaps in migration policies and in migration management remain, however,
at the national and regional levels. Regional cooperation is considered a strategic
mean to improve migration management and protect the rights of vulnerable
migrants, such as trafficked persons, unaccompanied minors, and indigenous
groups (IOM, 2009). International organizations have also worked in the region
through the International Organization for Migration (I0OM) and the UN through its
development program, the United Nations Development Program (Firmeza, 2007,
p.62).

The search for mechanisms for the free mobility of persons have been
proposed through regional mechanisms (mainly through Southern Common
Market z Mercosur), looking for an increasingly integrated in terms of labor
mobility. Establishing information technologyzbased mechanisms will contribute
to regional security and unrestricted mobility, as well as facilitating trade;
however, this remains a major pending task (Committee on Migrant Workers,
2004).
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Bloc 5 7z Asian countries: Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Myanmar,

Pakistan Philippines, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates.

Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Myanmar, Pakistan Philippines,
Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates have in common international flows of
migrants in different intensities and directions. Asia has a large variety of
migratory flows, with mainly labor intra and extra regional goals, but also target of
smuggling and trafficking in persons. Irregular migrants suffer from lack of access
to social protection and health services, including AIDS prevention and care (IOM,
2009, p. 8).

High number of population, coupled with a geographic location which links
the expanding economies of South East Asia, China and South Asia, make the
continent characterized by dynamic internal and international mobility. There are
significant number of flows in Southeast Asia between Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore. Yet, there are large flows to the Middle East, Japan and South Asia (I0OM,
2009, p. 5).

Some Asian countries such as Bangladesh and Philippines have a large
community abroad. The obvious result is a large quantify of remittances.
Bangladesh is estimated to have, for example, five million Bangladeshis working
abroad in 2009, with remittances sent by migrants through official channels of USD
10.7 billion. China, India and Japan still face, with their highly development level,
receiving flows of unskilled workers, though being still also sending countries and,
the two first, with internal complexities as urbanization (Wickramasekara, 2000).

The promise of economic and social prosperity and employment in Middle
East is often used as a lure by traffickers to bring in workers from India, the
Philippines, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. These workers find themselves in
situations of abuse and exploitation. The Arabic governments are generally aware
of the complexity of the problem and should deploy efforts to tackle it at different
levels to counter trafficking and prevent abuse of overseas workers (I10M, 2009).

Asia governments have to deal with enhancing investment and assistance in

cross-border technical cooperation, capacity-building of bilateral and regional
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agreements, prevention of migration-related crime, awareness-raising on the risk
of irregular migration and improved labor migration management (ILO, 2009).

In the Bangkok Declaration, adopted in 1993 during the Regional Meeting
for Asia of the World Conference on Human Rights, Asian governments reaffirmed
their commitment to the principles of the United Nations Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (WCHR, 1993). Six years later it was approved by
Asian countries the Bangkok Declaration on Irregular Migration, encouraging
Asian countries to cooperate as necessary in the prosecution and penalization of
all offenders linked to human rights and irregular workforce (Bangkok
Declaration, 1999).

71 OOEAA AAT 6O 1 ECOAT 0068 OECEOON
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) established mechanisms within its
members with large share of foreign labor for protecting their labor rights
(Wickramasekara, 2000a). Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) members
established in 1993 that its members should seek to achieve stability, security and
prosperity. The IOM plays a lead role with the UN Economic Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP) and supports internally displaced persons (IDPs) (IOM,
2009).

There is still the important Migrant Forum in Asia which defends, promote

AT A POl OAAO [ ECOAT 008 OEGCEOOh AAOET C AO

looking for upholding the dignity, social, physical and mental well being of Asian
migrants (Alcid, 2004, p. 172).

There are still problems to be solved bound to trafficking, especially women
and children. Some national actions have been taken such as on India, Prevention
and Assistance to Survivors of Trafficking, on Philippines, with the UNDP-Spain
MDG Achievement Fund for Thematic Window on Youth, Employment and
Migration and also the Chinese National Plan of Action (NPA) on Combating
Trafficking of Women and Children (2008-2012) (Alcid, 2004, p. 174).

Marginally, there are still phenomena linked to the migration of great
relevance: first, Pakistan and other Asian countries still face large refugee
movement. Trying to combat them, the government provides resettlement and

reintegOAOET T AOOEOOAT AA8 3AAIT T Ah EECEI
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retaining academic critical mass (Alcid, 2004, p. 172).
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2. Questions a resolution must a nswer:

2.1. Topic A

1-What are the different kinds of responsibilities designated for each of the
following concerning child soldiering: the States, the international community and
the citizens?

2- How to negotiate with armed groups in order to demobilize child soldiers?
3-Child soldiers are victims or perpetrators of human rights violations? What kind
of punishments, if any, they should receive?

4- How the DDR programs can be implemented in conflict zones?

2.2. Topic B

Taking into account the Asian continent, special attention is suggested to be given

to the following points:
1-(1Tx O1 AiTAEI EAOA OEA ' OEAT OAlI OAO xEOE

2- How receiving countries in Asia should promote development without

harassment of human rights?
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3- How to promote at sending countries better development conditions for

balancing emigration flows?

4- How to conciliate Asian sending and receiving countries legislation with

ET OAOT ACET T AT AT1TOATOEITO 11T 1T ECOAT O0O8 OECE
5- What can be donetopromil OA x1 1 AT AT A AEEI AOAT AO T ECO
segregation and vulnerability? What kind and opportunities exist for youth

migrants?

6- How to include these migrants in the receiving societies without xenophobia or

social marginalization? How to conciliate nationals with foreigners communities

keeping economic, social and political balance?

7-(1T x [T ECOAT 0086 OECEOO AAT AA AT OOOAAe (1 x

i ECOAT 0086 OEGCEOO AAT AA OEAOAA ET OAOT AOCEI T A

3. Annexes
Peters, L. (2005). War Is Not Child's Play! Child Soldiers from Battlefield to
Playground.Occasional Paper n° 8. Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of

Armed Forces (DCAF). Geneva p. 41

Annex 1: World Map of the Use of Child Soldiers
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Annex 2: Migration Flows in Asia - 1930
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