
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL RULES OF PROCEDURE 

COP 15 
 

_______________________________ 

 

These Special Rules of Procedure are modifications of the General Rules of Procedure. 

Thus the references to the Rules follow directly from the General Rules’ numeration. 

RULE # 13.1. SPECIAL TIMING FOR BLOC LEADERS 

All the leaders from the recognized bloc groups of the COPs shall be granted with 

additional 50% speech time, in comparison with the other delegations. During COP 

15 sessions these leaders will be Algeria, Australia, Grenada, Lesotho, Mexico, 

Sudan and Sweden. 

[SUPPRESSION OF] RULE #14. YIELDS 

-.Ï ÙÉÅÌÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ #/0ȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÙȢ 

[DISTINCT] RULE #17.1. MOTION FOR INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS 

An Informal Consultation causes the Chair to suspend formal debate so that 

delegates can discuss without the interference of the Chair, facilitating substantive 

discussion by relaxing the structure of debate imposed by the regular procedures.  

Delegates may move for an Informal Consultation whenever the floor is open, prior 

to the Closure of Debate. The delegate must state a reason and a time limit for the 

Informal Consultations. The time requested for the Consultation shall not exceed 

15 minutes, although the Chair may grant extensions at its discretion. The Motion 

shall be put to a vote if there are no other Points or Motions that take precedence 

on the floor, and requires a simple majority to pass. 



[DISTINCT] RULE #26. DECISIONS  

All of the COPȭs results are acknowledged as Decisions of the Conference. The 

decisions shall contain substantive outcomes, which will, in an ensemble, form the 

Report of the Conference of the Parties on its Fifteenth session. (See appendix for 

more information on Decisions and the COPs.) 

Examples of decisions: Kyoto Protocol, the BAP, Marrakesh Accords, Outcomes of 

the AWGs and SBs [see Appendix to the Special Rules]  

 

 [DISTINCT] RULE #27. MOTION FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF A DRAFT 

DECISION  

Delegates may move for the Introduction of a Draft Decision once it has been 

approved by the Chair and distributed to the Committee. This Motion does not 

require a vote to pass; once accepted by the Chair, it is automatically approved. 

The Chair will then grant the floor to one of the signatories of the Draft Decision for 

the time required for him/her to read its operative clauses. After the Draft Decision 

is read, the Chair asks for questions, which shall be limited to grammar or technical 

matters on the document and may not pertain to the substance of the Draft 

Decision.  

RULE #28. MOTION FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF AN AMENDMENT  

Delegates may amend any Draft Decision that is on the floor. Amendments may 

add, subtract, or modify part of the Draft Decision. An Amendment requires the 

approval of the Chair and the signatures of three members of the Committee. 

Signing an Amendment does not constitute or require a vote in favor of it.  After a 

Motion for the Introduction of an Amendment is approved by the Chair, debate on 

the General Speakers List shall be suspended and a Special Speakers List shall be 

established for and against the specific Amendment.   

A Motion for Closure of the Special Speakers List or a Motion to Close Debate on 

the Amendment will be in order after the Committee has heard at least two 

speakers in favor of the Amendment and two speakers against, when available.  

When debate is closed on the Amendment, the Committee shall proceed to an 

immediate vote, which may be a Roll Call Vote if so moved. Following the voting 

procedure, debate according to the General Speakers List shall resume.  Once an 

Amendment is approved, it becomes part of the Draft Decision, which means that it 

is no longer considered an Amendment, but cannot be further amended. The 

Introduction of Amendments to preambulatory clauses will only be allowed when 

the Chair sees them as necessary for the works of the committee at its own 

discretion. If accepted by the Chair, they shall follow the same procedure of any 



other Amendment to be approved. The Chair may choose to use different 

procedures in order to facilitate the process of voting on Amendments. 

 

RULES GOVERNING VOTING 

It is important to highlight that all COP substantive matters will only be 

approved by consensus. This encompasses decisions and amendments.  

 

APPENDIX TO THE RULE #26 

Decisions under the scope of the Conference of the Parties to the UNFCCC: 

The COPs are constituted by many different fora of debate, in which various 

different topics are considered and approached. Regarding that, a Conference of 

the Parties is able to emit a variety of substantive documents, and all of these are 

acknowledged by the UNFCCC secretariat as Decisions.  

At the end of each COP, the full range of produced documents are organized and 

compiled at what is called the Conference Report. In this sense, each COP counts 

with a Report in which all of its outcomes are catalogued. The wide range of 

documents which are welcomed by the Conference of the Parties as Decisions 

encompasses: Communiqués, Resolutions, Protocol, Plans of Action, Accords, 

Reviews and Reports on advances in specific issues, among others. 

Some useful reports for research are: 

¶ The Report of the Conference of the Parties on its Third Session, held  in 

Kyoto, Japan, which contains the Kyoto Protocol. Available at: 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/cop3/07a01.pdf 

¶ The Report of the Conference of the Parties on its Thirteenth Session, Bali, 

Indonesia, which contains the Bali Action Plan. Available at: 

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2007/cop13/eng/06a01.pdf 

The UNFCCC website maintains the fÕÌÌ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ #/0Ⱦ#-0ȭÓ $ÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓȟ available at: 

http://unfccc.int/documentation/documents/advanced_search/items/3594.php?

data=&such=j&title=&author=&keywords="conference+reports"&symbol=&meeti

ng="(COP)"&mo_from=&year_from=&mo_to=&year_to=&last_days=&sorted=&dirc

=&anf=&seite=1#beg  
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