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PROVISIONAL RULES OF PROCEDURE 

GROUP OF TWENTY SUMMIT 
 

_______________________________ 

 

RULE #1. SCOPE 
These rules shall apply to the Group of Twenty Summit to be held in Brasilia from 
July 26th through July 30th, 2010. These Provisional Rules of Procedure shall be 
considered adopted in advance of the sessions, and no other rules of procedure 
will be applicable. 
 
RULE #2. LANGUAGE 
The official and working language of the Summit is English. Attendees will not be 
permitted to address the Chair nor the floor in another language. Written 
documents shall be adapted to American English spelling. The use of foreign 
expressions will be permitted if followed immediately by a translation into English, 
or if they are considered to be current in the English language, or if they are 
considered greetings and/or farewell expressions. 
 
RULE #3. DELEGATIONS 
Each member state will be represented by its Head of State or Head of 
Government. 
 
RULE #4. CREDENTIALS 
All attendees will be assumed to have proper credentials to take part of the 
Summit. Attendees are all presumed to possess the diplomatic authority necessary 
to discuss and vote for the main issue being dealt with by the Summit. As Heads of 
State/Government, attendees, if allowed so by domestic legislation, might have 
power to issue bilateral declarations/releases/agreements/treaties during parallel 
meetings or talks. 
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RULE #5. DUTIES OF ATTENDEES 
Attendees are supposed to behave with due diplomatic courtesy and proper 
etiquette, especially while addressing the Chair, their peers or an invitee. While 
supposed to be fully aware of their countries' official position and interests 
beforehand, attendees are nonetheless allowed to correspond with their 
governments in order to request specific information, actions or advices. 
 
RULE #6. GENERAL DUTIES OF THE CHAIR 
The Summit will be presided over by a Chair, composed of at least one Director and 
Assistant-Directors. In addition to exercising the powers which are conferred upon 
it elsewhere in these rules, the Chair shall declare the opening and closing of each 
session, direct its discussions, ensure the observance of these rules, accord the 
right to speak, and make announcements. The Chair may also suggest actions that 
it deems beneficial for the flow of debate. The Chair will treat Heads of 
State/Government with due courtesy at all times. 
 
RULE #7. RULINGS OF THE CHAIR 
The rulings and decisions of the Chair are final and not subject to appeal. The 
members of the Chair are empowered to supersede and interpret the rules as they 
see fit, in order to guarantee the fruitful progression of the Summit’s labors. 
 
RULE #8. QUORUM 
The Chair may declare a session open and permit debate to proceed when at least 
one third of registered delegations are present. The Chair shall proceed with a 
Roll Call at the beginning of each session in order to recognize the presence of the 
Heads of State/Government. The Chair shall inform the Heads of 
State/Government of the Quorum whenever required. 
 
RULE #9. STATEMENTS 
 

9.1. Opening Statements 
Attendees are supposed to deliver an official opening statement to the 
Summit. Delegations must provide digital and hard copies of the 
aforementioned official opening statement which will be made available to 
all attendees by the Chair. The official opening statements shall take no longer 
than five minutes. 
 

9.2. Ordinary Statements 
The Chair will recognize statements following the alphabetical order of the 
member states’ English language recognized names. Delegations may decline their 
right to take the floor. There shall be no previously established time limit to 
statements. Delegations might be requested to conclude their speeches in the sole 
discretion of the Chair. 
 

9.3. Interventions 



3 

 

Attendees may yield the floor to interventions by their peers twice during each 
statement. Each intervention shall take no longer than thirty seconds. 
Interventions must be related to the original ordinary statement’s content. 
 
RULE #10. ADDRESSES TO THE CHAIR 
Attendees may address the Chair only in-between statements. Attendees may 
ask questions and/or make requests to the Chair with due courtesy and etiquette 
which will rule requests at its discretion. 
 

10.1. Impossibility of understanding statements 
If an attendee is unable to understand one of their peers’ statements due to 
physical or infrastructural difficulties he/she should politely inform the speaker of 
such fact. 

 
10.2. Personal Discomfort 

If an attendee is experiencing physical discomfort which does not prevent him/her 
to properly following the discussion he/she should inform the Chair of such fact 
either orally or through a written message. 
 
RULE #11. CONSULTATIONS 
Attendees may request the Chair for Consultations. The Chair shall verify if there is 
negative consensus on the floor to approve the request. If there is no consensus, 
the request shall be voted and may be approved by the simple majority of 
attendees. 
 
Consultations halt ordinary statements so that delegations can discuss 
without the interference of the Chair, facilitating substantive discussion by 
relaxing the structure of debate imposed by the regular procedures. Attendees 
shall request Consultations whenever the floor is open. The Head of 
State/Government is encouraged to state a reason and a time limit for the Caucus.  
 
RULE #12. ADJOURNMENT OF THE SESSION 
Attendees may request the Chair for adjournment of the session. The Chair shall 
verify if there is negative consensus on the floor to approve the request. If there is 
no consensus, the request shall be voted and may be approved by a two-third 
majority of the attendees. 
 
RULE #13. WORKING PAPERS 
Working Papers are informal documents that aid the Summit in its discussion on 
substantive matters. Attendees may propose Working Papers for consideration by 
the Summit at any time during the sessions. 
 
They need not be written in a specific format, but must be approved by the Chair to 
be distributed for and to be mentioned in the Summit. There is no need for 
sponsors of Working Papers. 
 
RULE #14. DRAFTS 
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Attendees may submit drafts to the consideration of the Summit. Drafts might take 
form of proposed Communiqués, Declarations, Leaders’ Statements, Progress 
Reports, or Official Letters. Drafts need at least five sponsors and must be 
approved by the Chair to be distributed for and to be mentioned in the Summit. 

14.1. Introduction of drafts 
Multiple drafts might be on the floor on the same time. Drafts do not need to 
be formally introduced as they are automatically recognized as a piece of debate 
once distributed by the Chair. 

 
14.2. Reading of drafts 

Sponsors may request the reading of drafts. The Chair shall verify if there is 
negative consensus on the floor to approve the request. If there is no consensus, 
the request shall be voted and may be approved by a two-third majority of 
attendees. 
 

14.3. Amendments 
Drafts may be amended by the consensual agreement of all its sponsors. 
Amendments may add, withdraw or substitute parts to/of the draft. 
 
RULE #15. ADOPTION OF DOCUMENTS 
Communiqués, Declarations, Leaders’ Statements, Progress Reports, or 
Official Letters will be adopted as Official Documents of the Group of Twenty if 
consensually adopted by the Summit. The Chair shall verify if there is positive 
consensus on the floor to approve the document. If there is no consensus, the 
proposal shall fail and the document will remain as a draft to be worked by the 
Summit. 
 
RULE #16. PRESS RELEASES 
The Summit may agree to issue a press release in order to inform the general 
public of the flow of its negotiations. The Chair shall verify if there is positive 
consensus on the floor to issue the press release. 
 
RULE #17. INVITATIONS 
The Summit may agree to invite a representative of non-member states, 
international organizations or non-governmental organizations. The Chair shall 
verify if there is negative consensus on the floor to issue the invitation. If there is 
no consensus, the request shall be voted and may be approved by a two-third 
majority of attendees. 
 

 


